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dence of sixteen years in Mungeli Tehsil, the western portion of the district 
of Bilaspore, treat the following topics: Country and people; objects of wor- 
ship and festivals; agriculture; curious remedies; births and marriages, 
death, burial, and the hereafter; folk-tales and proverbs; snake-lore; relics 
and fossils; miscellaneous items; the new religion. It has been written with 
more circumspection than many works emanating from missionary circles 
of the white race of the Anglo-Saxon brand, and will doubtless serve well 
one of the objects for which it was composed and published; viz. "to enable 
those who greatly desire the spread of the religion of Christ in India to ac- 
quire a more intelligent idea of the beliefs of the people in the villages." 
Some of the material has already appeared in the "Journal of the Asiatic 
Society of Bengal." Among the interesting practices, ceremonies, observances, 
etc., current in Bilaspore, may be mentioned the festival of the cow Bahura 
(p. 15), the festival of stilts (p. 17), the fortnight of the manes (p. 18), "wed- 
ding" the fields (p. 23), shooting the deer of straw (p. 42), sworn friendship 
(p. 83), etc. The section (pp. 53-70) on "Folk-Tales and Proverbs" gives 
the English texts of "The Little Blackbird," "The Louse and the Crow," 
"The Tiger and the Barber," "The Paila [large grain-measure] and the Paili 
[small grain-measure]," "The Story of Mahadeo and the Jackal," "The 
Deer and the Jackal;" also the native text and English translation of "The 
Story of Ir, Bir, Dau and I," which is a "child's play-song taken down ver- 
batim from the lips of a girl twelve years of age, who had learned it from an 
old man, a beggar, who would make her repeat this song in order to help them 
in begging as they went from village to village together." Of the fifteen 
proverbs (native and English texts), the following are the most noteworthy: 
Hunger regards not unclean food, Thirst minds not the watering-place, 
Sleep objects not to a bier for a bed, and Youth (passion) regards not caste 
or out-caste. 

A. F. C. 

Quellen und Forschungen zur Deutschen Volkskunde, herausgegeben von 
E. K. Blumml. Band I. Heitere VolksgesXnge aus Tirol (Tisch- und 
Gesellschaftslieder). Mit Singweisen. Im Volke gesammelt und zusam- 
mengestellt von Franz Friedrich Kohl. Wien : Verlag Dr. Rud. Ludwig, 
1908. S. 164. Ibid. Band II. Bremberger-Gedichte. Ein Beitrag zur 
Brembergersage von Arthur Kopp. Wien, 1908. S. 63. 
With these two volumes begins the series of " Sources and Investigations 
in German Folk-Lore" edited by Dr. E. K. Blumml, the Austrian folk-lorist. 
The first, dedicated by the author to his wife, the companion and co-laborer 
of his folk-lore investigations, records 102 merry Tirolese folk-songs (sung 
at table and in social gatherings and societies of various sorts), with a glos- 
sary (pp. 147-161, two columns to the page) of dialectic words and expressions 
and an index of first lines. How long these songs may persist, if they have 
some wit about them and are not too narrowly local in character, is shown 
by the fact that the author heard from a blacksmith in Hopfgarten in the north- 
ern Tirol in the summer of 1904 the song "Burgall" practically as it was 
recorded from the Zillertal by Strolz in 1807. At that time the guitar had 
not reached the Tirol, but the Hackbrett, now almost abandoned by the folk, 
was much in vogue. The character of Tirolese satirical songs has not changed 
much since the time of Strolz; only in a few of the more recent songs does a 
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wider intellectual horizon appear. The chief topics of these songs are the 
relations of the sexes, of the peasants, and the upper and learned classes, 
officials, etc. Interesting is "Das Dorfschulmeisterlein " (p. 97), — he is the 
most tormented of all men, and the last to be allowed to enter heaven. " Adam 
und Eva" (p. 100) gives a folk -appreciation of the apple-eating in Eden. 
Although in many of these songs folk-wit and folk-thought are more notable 
than good poetry, some of them possess the aesthetic touch as well. Both 
as a source of material for the philologist and as a mine for the psychologist 
the volumes of folk-song, etc., to be published in this series are to be heartily 
welcomed. 

In the second volume Dr. A. Kopp gathers together from fugitive sheets, 
etc., the various known " Brennenberg songs," and in his introduction (pp. 
1-12) treats the study of Ritter Brennenberg in connection with the "heart 
legend" of Uhland's "Castellan of Coucy," and other variants of the can- 
nibalistic episode studied by Gaston de Paris, H. Patzig, etc. This tale, the 
essence of which lies in a man making his wife eat the heart of her lover," 
— in some cases the jealous husband kills the lover himself, — finds cognates 
even in India. The poems known as " Bremberger" and treating of the legend 
of the heart of the dead singer, recall Reinmar von Brennenberg, and are 
fashioned after his peculiar strophe. Both in form and contents the Brem- 
berger material was widespread in the folk-song of the sixteenth century. The 
theme seems to have almost served as a "practice topic" in the Meisler- 
sdnger schools. The Sage here considered has now the valuable discussion 
of Gaston Paris (" Romania," 1879, 1883), Hermann Patzig (1891), and Kopp. 

' A.F.C. 

The Arthur of the English Poets. By Howard Maynadier. Boston: 

1907. $1.50. 

A mineralogist may pour from a pocket-vial a few drops of acid now on 
this fragment of rock and now on that, and by noting carefully the different 
kinds of reaction that ensue, and the way in which the different layers of 
material behave, may learn much about the history of the earth's crust. 
Dr. Maynadier uses the great legend of King Arthur much as our fancied 
mineralogist might use his vial of powerful acid. He estimates each period 
of English literature by the way in which it behaves toward his favorite legend. 
The method is strictly defensible. The Arthurian legends are the very essence 
of romance. It is hard to find pure examples of romance in the strict sense 
of the word outside of the fairy circle of King Arthur. The attitude which 
an age takes toward the Arthurian legend is therefore a very delicate test 
of its attitude towards romance. The romantic ages make much of the Round 
Table cycle; the formal ages either neglect it completely or turn it into an 
object for satire. In the second half of this book, by a skilful use of this method 
of comparison, Dr. Maynadier is able to sketch succinctly the main currents 
of feeling in English literature from the twelfth century down, without seem- 
ing to do anything except to talk about the development of the Arthurian 
story. This mode of treatment gives the book, at least in appearance, much 
breadth of outlook, and helps to make it readable. 

Readable this little manual of the Arthurian legends certainly is. If the 
second half of the book owes its readableness to its constant attention to the 
general literary relations of the legend, the first owes its interest in great part 



